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Mouse ends marathon inquiry , 
fails to pr ove clear conspiracy 


WASHINGTON how ,f a [ the investigation charged with trespass and assault in 

T he House assassinations com- istic expectations' 1 of a S nwinr h h P ° !lCe Cal!ed an a PP arent burglary 

mittee completed its public in- through ? are smalL” P break- attempt, John Ray described himself to 

quiry into the death of Dr. Mar- the committee as “a moderate 

tin Luther King Jr. Friday without T^ e comn5 *ttee will stay in business se ^ re S a tionist. w 
exposing a clear conspiracy in the assas- . the .,f" d of thp year when a final He was asked about an FBI report in 

smation of the civil rights leader. r P°'1; Wl!1 be ! ssued on the King killing which he was reported to have said 

“The evidence tends to paint the out- aR d the assassination of President John about the King assassination in 1968- 

lines of a conspiracy,” Rep. Louis Stokes, F ‘ *“” edY ... t “What’s all the excitement about’ He 

D-Ohio, the committee’s chairman, said . Tw ° days of hearings on methods of (James Earl) only killed a nigeer If he 
at the end of the final public hearing. But P rev enting further political assassina- had killed a white man you (the FBI 

he added in an interview: “I’m not sure, bons Wl!1 be held m mid-December. But agent) wouldn’t be here Kine shnidd 

given the passage of time, that we me committee s major work is done. have been killed 10 years ago ’’ 

proved, conclusively that there was a ° ne of committee’s final wit- John Ray said he couldn’t recall mak- 


he added in an interview: “I’m not sure, 
given the passage of time, that we 
proved, conclusively that there was a 
conspiracy.” , . 

King was killed in Memphis on April 


the committee’s major work is done. have been killed 1( 
One of the committee’s final wit- John Ray said 1 
nesses was John Ray, who denied play- ing the statement 
mg any role in a bank robbery that the The investigate 


v- 4, 1868. James Earl Ray pleaded guilty believes financed the flight of Ray copies of ’records fro^thrMissouri 


to the assassination a year later, but Ja ™ esFarl , Ray af * :er the assassination. State Prison showing he visited James 
later recanted his confession and said he , J ° hn and his brother Jerry, who Ear! on April 22, 1967 the dav before 

was framed. testified Thursday, denied any role in James escaped. Y ° 6 

While not reaching any final conclu- ^B^m^’t^tified after committee k J ° hl \ Said he cou!d not reca]1 
sions- about its two-year inquiry, the counsel G Robert Biakov ^irt thT^L! g at the . P rison on that date and 
committee has said the evideL^oints havf befn %£3 “ “"S 10 ^ 


i unutee nas saia me eviaence points assassination may have been planned nrknn 
> some involvement by Ray s brothers, within the Ray family. P P 


anajonn. The committee has said it believes all 

r,ri nf ! 18 t i? rS ^ eXiSt " three Ray brothers probablv robbed a 

nee of an alleged $5Q,000 offer by two bank in Alton, 111., of $27,000 on July 13 
t Louis businessmen for King s death in 1967 " ’ 

f Committee investigators believe . ,_ Much of Friday’s hearing was spent 

* ^ ! [ oand a balf doze ” P er ' James Earl Ray’s travels after the assas- ln bltter , s P a mng between the commit- 
™ d ' r ® ct ™ ks t0 *- he R ay broth- Sination — to Los Angeies, New Orleans, s chairman. Rep. Louis’ Stokes, D- 
r * a ! s ° had or indirect contacts Atlanta, Montreal, Mexico, Birmingham ° hl0 ’ and John Ra y’s lawyer, James H. 

ke tbe R W ws men ’ Wh ° and Mem P his > England and Portugal - Lesa [- 

the Ray brothers, acuve m the 1968 were financed with his share of the Threatening Lesar with a congres- 
residential campaign of George proceeds. ' siona! contempt citation or removal from 

. However, John Ray denied taking the hearing room, Stokes told the lawyer 
Committee counsel G. Robert Blakey par t in five separate bank robberies in at one P oin L “ You are a disgrace.” 

.said because a congressional com- the St Louis area. He explained his con- Lesar shot back, “I will ask you to 


ieves all Ybe committee has testimony from 
obbed a ? ther P erspns who quote John as claim- 
july 13 ln § that he met James Earl in a car near 
’ the prison in Jefferson City, Mo. 
believe . ^ uch of Friday’s hearing was spent 
e assas- ln bltter s P arrm g between the commit- 


investigative techniques or obtain au- frameup " 

thority to use wiretaps, and because- 10 A balding, paunchy man who was ar 
have passed, there were inherent rested in St Louis earlier this week and 


grand jury viction for a sixth bank holdup £ 
or obtain an- y 


recess and step outside and make that 
statement where you do not enjoy con- 
gressional immunity.” 


